
Minnesota JSHS Research 
Paper Competition

J d T i iJudge Training



Housekeeping
• Forms for Contact Info –make sure to provide e-mail address 
clearly

At t MN A d f S i i illi t i f• At your request, MN Academy of Science is willing to inform 
your employer of your participation
• Clipboards and pencils are available for use by judgesClipboards and pencils are available for use by judges
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Eligibility for Competition
Students must demonstrate through written report and oral 
presentation

• their original creative and innovative contributions to a• their original, creative, and innovative contributions to a 
research problem;

• an understanding of the scientific and/or technological 
principles underlying the research problem;

• appropriate research design, procedures, reproducibility of 
experimentation;experimentation;

• interpretation of data and conclusions.
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Categories
The six major disciplines in which military-sponsored scholarship 
awards will be made are

• Environmental science; Earth and Space Science• Environmental science; Earth and Space Science
• Engineering
• Physical Sciencesy
• Life sciences
• Medicine and Health; Behavioral and Social Sciences
• Mathematics and Computer Science
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What To Expect
• Duration 
 Student will make a presentation up to twelve minutes
 Ti i d 5 i l f d 3 i l f d 1 Time warning cards at 5 minutes left and 3 minutes left and 1 

minute left
 Six minutes allowed for Q & AQ

• PowerPoint or similar presentation 
• Seven rooms with up to six presenters in each room.p p
• Scores will be normalized and tallied
• Best projects in each category, based on score, will also receive a p j g y, ,
medal
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Scoring
1 to 5 points awarded in each of the following six categories

• Statement and identification of research problem
S i ifi i i h h C i i d i i li• Scientific or engineering thought; Creativity and originality

• Research or engineering design, procedures, results
• Discussion / conclusionDiscussion / conclusion
• Skill in communicating research results– Oral presentation and 

written reports
• Acknowledgement of sources and major assistance received
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Judging Form
• Please legibly print
 Student’s name 
 Judge’s nameg
 Total score

• Circle scores
U f d• Use extra spaces for notes and 

comments for your own benefit, 
students will not see this form

T ll d hi i• Tally scores and ensure this is 
what you wish to score
• To the left of  TOTAL SCORE, 

l k f h d i hplace a rank for the student with 
respect to the other presentations 
you’ve seen (1 = best)
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Comments for Presenter
• Please leave constructive 
comments in each category
• What can the student do toWhat can the student do to 
improve
• Be as detailed as possible
• Use language the student will 
understand
• Avoid generalizations (such as• Avoid generalizations (such as 
“Need more statistics” -- which 
statistics would have improved the 
project?)project?)
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Final Suggestions
• Be consistent
• Be specific in your constructive criticisms / suggestions
• Acknowledge the best, encourage the rest
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